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Comments on both of the writer ( 100 -150 words each of the writer ) 

1. Is the Thesis arguable?


2. Is it clear?


3. DOES IT ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS?


4. What in the thesis needs to be focused, or more specific? Often theses are often too broad or vague in the beginning stages.

Person A: 
Gender roles are still a big topic discussed globally in today's society for both men and women. Today, women of this generation have came a long way from previous gender role viewpoints 60 years ago. Back then, women we taught that they had to stay at home wives and take care of their children, while men were taught to be the dominant gender and take care of their family financially. In today's society the roles have switched big time with women working and in some cases being the dominant one in the relationship. This is not always the case in other parts of the world who still have the same mindset 60 years ago. In the short story "The Way of the Machete" (2014) by Martin Ramos this mindset remains true. In the small town of La Cuchilla men are viewed as the provider and ruler of their family. In this small town two men are in conflict with each other due to different viewpoints of what being a man means and what manhood is.
      Throughout the short story "The Way of the Machete" (2014) there is a variety of gender roles that are reinforced. In the beginning of the story you can sense men are the breadwinners in the family with the scene of Juanito father giving him money to go buy food (Ramos, 2014,p.27). Also, you get the sense that men are competitors and this is because they want power and want people to fear them. This can be seen in the town bully Scipio Armenteros who had a bad boy representation. It was said that "Scipio could drive nails through a board with his bare hands. He could life a young bull on his shoulders and drink rum all day long without losing consciousness. He could whip anybody in a fistfight- at arm wrestling, rum drinking or in a machete duel. There was talk that Scipio Armenteros had killed a man- served time in prison for it, too" (Ramos, 2014, p.27). In this scene Scipio is posed as a bad guy who is nothing but dangerous and puts fear in people hearts. This is true for Juanito who is filled with fear when he finally saw the town bully. Juanito felt like he had no choice but to listen and speak to Scipio. Ramos wrote "though his legs felt like tree stumps, he dared not disobey. He moved" (Ramos, 2014, p.30). In this scene you see Scipio bullying Juanito, a little boy with harsh words directed towards his father and threatening his father with a fight. In the brawl between the two men, they both die. From this Juanito learned a valuable lesson that a real man fights for what's rights and what he believes in and not for power over others.

Person B: 
Gender roles are a keen topic commonly discussed in today’s society for both men and women. Women of the 21st Century have come a long way since the 1950’s viewpoints of children-raisers and homemakers, and men are no longer looked at as the Bulls occupying the majority of Wall Street. In today’s day and age, gender roles are becoming more fluent, and traditional viewpoints are being disputed and questioned. But in many places of the world, customary attitudes withstand. This seems true in the tale of Scipio Armenteros in Martin Ramos’ “The Way of the Machete” (2014), in which man is seen as an overarching ruler and commander in the traditional town of La Cuchilla, whose translation is “cleaver” (Merriam-Webster, Spanish Central), symbolic of the events bound to happen between two men with very different viewpoints of what the definition of manhood really is.
There are a variety of gender roles that are reinforced in Martin Ramos’ “The Way of the Machete” (2014). In the opening scene, man is seen as power-hungry and a competitor, as written by Ramos (2014) through his tale of Scipio Armenteros, the town bully, and braggart, “Scipio could drive nails through a board with his bare hands. He could life a young bull on his shoulders and drink rum all day without losing consciousness. He could whip anybody in a fistight- at arm wrestling, rum drinking or in a machete duel. There was talk that Scipio Armenteros had killed a man- served time in prison for it, too”. (Ramos, 2014, p. 27). In this particular scene, Scipio is identified as imposing and dangerous, a man who can instill fear with whom he comes into contact with. This is seen true when Juanito, a young smart boy, see’s Scipio in person at the grocery store for the first time. He describes the feeling, “In spite of the tension he sensed in the hollow of his stomach, he craved a closer look at Scipio Armenteros. To see for himself what all the brag was about. He dared not look or make a sound, however, for fear of what these men- especially Scipio- might say or do” (Ramos, 2014, p. 29-30). It is here that we see the image of a brute of a man, speaking of threatening Juanito’s father with a fight. Threatening to call his father a coward, if the man does not show his face to him soon. Despite both Scipio and Juanito’s father’s death in this brawl, Juanito learns that his father, not Scipio, was the true man- true man fights for justice, not power.
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